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Welcome Speech  [#GIDHERES |

Reiko Takahashi &g+

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to our international
exchange meeting. My name is Reiko Takahashi, a board member
of Japanese Association of University Women. We are glad to have
a chance to communicate with international students who live in
Niigata-ken today.

Many years ago, I used to live in California USA for a year with
my family. I'll tell you some lessons to live in foreign country that I
thought at that time.

I tried to communicate with American people, not Japanese.
There were many Japanese societies, but I didn’t join them. It was
easy to communicate in mother tongue, but I thought I would lose
a chance to learn the country.

I made a friend who was mother of my daughter’s friend. My
daughter was a kindergarten student. We went her home to speak
English and sometime joined a home party. The people who
attended the party was very international, Korian, Chinese and
Indian.

It's very important to make international friendships, as we
are facing the global problems of environmental issues and wars.
I hope it’s a good chance for you to know Japan today. Let’s
enjoy together. Thank you.
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